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SIR: 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

This paper addresses the Office Action dated March 31, 2004. 



REMARKS 

The Office Action of March 31, 2004 states that the present application 
includes claims directed to the following inventions: 

Group 1 , claims 1 to 20, drawn to a vibratory screen-tensioning member, 
classified in class 209, subclass 404. 

Group 2, claims 21 to 33 and 39 to 41, drawn to a vibratory screening 
machine, classified in class 209, subclass 352. 

Group 3, claims 34 to 38, drawn to a vibratory screen, classified in class 209, 

subclass 392. 

The Office Action states that groups II and I are related as combination and 
subcombination and that inventions in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) 
the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed 
for patentability, and (2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other 
combinations. The Office Action states that the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the combination is directed to a 
vibratory screening machine which requires screen engaging members, but does not require a 
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